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Murphy’s Prayer Letter 

Working at Kawkawa Camp & Retreat – Hope, British Columbia, Canada 

          

Our News 

It is hard to believe that it is now 4 months 

since we said goodbye to many friends and 

family back home and arrived in Canada.  

Since our arrival we have been faced with 

many challenges, adjustments and 

opportunities.   

Our journey to Canada was an uneventful and 

smooth trip.  Dave had been given pre-

approval for a 6 month work permit with our 

intention being to apply for permanent 

residency beyond that 6 month period.  The 

timescale for this was going to be tight but 

not impossible.  Upon arrival at immigration in 

Canada Dave was granted a 3 year temporary 

work permit.  This was certainly a miracle as 

official immigration documents state that 1 

year at a time is the maximum they will grant!  

One of our priorities upon arrival was to get 

purchase a vehicle to give us freedom to get 

around.   It didn’t take long for us to find a 

suitable vehicle that was in good condition 

and which we felt would serve us well as a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

family.  Once again we sensed God’s favour on 

us as the car dealer we dealt with was from 

Northern Ireland and ended up giving us an 

excellent deal on the vehicle! 

We were keen to establish a routine for Sarah 

and Joel quickly after arriving in Canada and so 

they commenced school at Coquihalla 

Elementary School within our first few weeks 

here.  Moving to a new school was a huge 

adjustment for them both and while there have 

been some challenges for them in this respect 

we are blessed that they have both settled well 

and have made some friends. 

Since April we have been living in dormitory 

accommodation at the camp.  It has certainly 

tested us at times to have given up our home 

and the comforts with that and to not have our 

own space to call home. 

Over the last four months we have looked at 

various options for permanent housing, 

however for almost every option we explored 

the door shut.  At times we honestly wondered 

if we would ever be able to find permanent 

housing here as nothing was coming up for rent 

and due to us not being established in the 

country we could not secure a mortgage to buy 

anything. 

We are so thankful that in this journey in which 

our faith has been tested God had already made 

provision for our need.  Within the last 2-3 

weeks we discovered that we may indeed be 

able to secure a mortgage.  As a result we 

viewed a home in the town of Hope, placed an 

offer on it which was accepted and God-willing 

we will move into the property at the beginning 

of October. 
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Camp News 

Soon after arriving at Kawkawa Camp we 

jumped into the preparations for the summer 

Camp season.  We were involved in 

communicating with summer staff, preparing 

the site for 8 weeks of intense summer camps 

and handling camper and volunteer 

registrations.  During these first few weeks 

there were a number of churches and other 

groups using the camp for their own retreats 

and weekends.  We were also required to 

help facilitate these groups. 

On 22nd June staff training commenced for a 

week.  This was a good opportunity to 

reconnect with many of the returning staff 

from last year and get to know our new staff.  

It brought Sarah and Joel great delight to see 

their camp counsellors once again.  Our 

training involved a combination of 

recreational time, planning sessions, 

preparation of materials, First Aid, and other 

specific training as well as some spiritual 

input from a local pastor. 

8 weeks of camps commenced the following 

week.  During this time, in addition to our 

normal duties of assisting the director, we 

had the privilege of connecting with our 

younger staff, many of whom were teenagers 

themselves.  Being able to spend time with 

these young people who were keen to grow 

in their faith and serve God was a very 

rewarding experience.  The majority of our 

time this summer, however, was consumed 

with overseeing the Work Crew program.  

Work Crew is like a discipleship program with 

members ranging in age from 13-18 years old.  

These young people are responsible for many 

of the practical duties around the camp which 

ensure a smooth camp program.  Much of 

what they do is behind the scenes but vitally 

important such as cleaning cabins, washing 

dishes and maintaining the site in a 

respectable order.  There is a strong spiritual 

input into this program including morning 

devotion time, morning worship, evening 

campfire and speaker followed by group 

devotion. 

Over the summer we had many significant 

conversations with these young people.  

Some of the situations that these teens were 

facing were heart breaking and while it was at 

times emotionally draining we felt immensely 

privileged that God had placed us in this place 

where we could connect with these incredible 

young people. 

The summer camp program as a whole was 

very successful with enrolment up by 30% on 

last year with a total of over 400 campers.  

We were thrilled to see many kids come to 

Christ for the first time this summer.  Other 

kids decided that they wanted to take their 

walk with God deeper.   

As camp season has drawn to a close our 

roles will once again change somewhat over 

the coming weeks and months.  The autumn 

period will be busy hosting retreat groups as 

well as developing an outdoor education 

program to be used by school groups.   

This fall Dave will be looking at some of the 

administrative processes of the Camp and 

hopefully deploying a camp management 

software program which will help to keep 

track of and communicate with campers, 

staff, donors and other people connected to 

the camp. 

As always we are so thankful for your prayers 

and ongoing support of us as a family.   

Praise Points 

 We are thankful for a good transition to 

life here in Canada. 

 Thank God for the provision of a car and 

the home which we should move into in 

October. 
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 Thank God for the lives which were 

changed at camp this summer. 

 Thank God a short family break at the end 

of August following a busy summer. 

Prayer Points 

 Pray that Sarah and Joel would settle once 

again as they return to school. 

 Pray for Dave’s permanent residency 

application which was submitted in June 

but will likely take some time to process. 

 Pray that we would settle well in our new 

home. 

 Pray the autumn would be a productive 

period for the camp and that changes to 

administrative procedures etc would 

prove helpful. 

 Pray for the current building projects on 

site. 

To get regular updates and news from the 

camp subscribe to the e-newsletter at 

www.kawkawa.com or like the camp’s 

facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/kawkawacamp  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Cycling Trip around Whistler Lakes 

 

 

Summer Staff 2015 

 

With love from 

Dave, Alicia, Sarah & Joel 

 

 

http://www.kawkawa.com/
http://www.facebook.com/kawkawacamp

