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It can be really hard to love the church. Every Christian, who’s been one for very long, knows 
this.  
 
The earthly church has always been a motley crew. It’s never been ideal. The New Testament 
exists because churches, to differing degrees, have always been a mess — a glorious mess of 
saints still polluted by remaining sin, affected by defective genes, brains, and bodies, and  
influenced by life-shaping pasts.  
 
This mess rarely looks glorious to us up close. It looks like a lot of sin and a lot of blood, sweat, 
and tears invested into a lot of futility. It often looks like something we’d rather escape than join.  
But this is the way it’s supposed to be. Because the mess is what draws out the one thing that 
advances the church’s mission more than anything else. And this one thing is why we must not, 
for selfish reasons, leave the church. 
 
Jesus’ very first disciples didn’t get to choose each other. Jesus chose them (John 15:16). They 
just found themselves thrown together. 
 
The very next generation of early Christians didn’t get to choose each other either. They too 
were thrown together with others they likely wouldn’t have chosen: Palestinian and Hellenistic 
Jews, Jews and Gentiles, educated and uneducated, slaves and slave owners, impoverished 
and aristocrats, former zealots and former tax collectors, former prostitutes and former  
Pharisees.  
 
And Jesus gave these early disciples, and all disciples afterward, an impossible command: love 
one another (John 15:17). It had to be impossible to obey in mere human power because this 
love was meant to bear witness of Jesus in the world (John 13:35), and to give visible evidence 
of the invisible God (1 John 4:12). It had to demonstrate that “what is impossible with man is 
possible with God” (Luke 18:27). 
 
And Jesus gave His disciples an impossible context in which to carry out this impossible  
command: the church (Matthew 16:18) — a community of diverse, sin-polluted, defective  
individuals from all sorts of life-shaping pasts living life together in an impossible love.  
 
Then Jesus gave His church an impossible mission: preach the gospel throughout the whole, 
God-rejecting, Christ-hating world (Luke 21:17; John 15:18), and plant impossible communities 
among every people where diverse, sin-polluted, defective individuals from all sorts of  
life-shaping pasts would live out Jesus’ impossible command to love one another (Matthew 
28:19–20).  
 
Impossible love, impossible community, and impossible mission: this is a plan doomed to fail. 
There’s no way this works, unless a God exists who makes possible the humanly impossible.  
And here we are, two thousand years later. The impossible mission has produced impossible 
communities carrying out this impossible command throughout much of the world. For all the 
church’s problems, and they are legion, something miraculous is at work here. 
 
 

http://www.desiringgod.org


Miraculous, Struggling Community 
 
But the church rarely looks miraculous at any given moment. “The church,” as we most directly 
experience it, looks like the less-than-ideal local church we belong to, made up of ordinary people 
struggling to get along, struggling to figure out how to “do church” in a world of constant change, 
and struggling to do its part to fulfil the Great Commission.  
Struggling doesn’t look or feel miraculous. It’s fatiguing, frustrating, and at times exasperating. 
Struggling can make us want to give up.  
But we must not give up on the church. Because it’s the messy things — those extraordinarily  
difficult and painful things that can drive us crazy — that provide the very opportunities for the  
humanly impossible love of Christ to be exercised, giving visibility to the existence of the invisible 
God.  According to the New Testament, a church’s success is not measured by the number of its 
attenders, the size of its budget, the excellence of its event production, or the scope of its public 
influence.  
 
Its success is measured by the quality of its love. A church that most effectively witnesses Jesus 
in the world pursues love through:  
 

• Honouring each other (Romans 12:10), 
• Contributing to meet each others needs (Romans 12:13), 
• Showing hospitality to one another (Romans 12:13), 
• Rejoicing over each others joys (Romans 12:15), 
• Weeping over each others griefs (Romans 12:15), 
• Pursuing harmony with each other in spite of differences  

(Romans 12:16), 
• Not excluding the lowliest members (Romans 12:16), 
• Submitting to each other (Ephesians 5:21), 
• Persistently striving for agreement over thorny issues (2 Corinthians 13:11), 
• Using individual freedom in Christ to serve each other (Galatians 5:13), 
• Bearing with each others weaknesses, foibles, and immaturity (Ephesians 4:2), 
• Covering each others multitudinous sins with forgiveness (1 Peter 4:8; Colossians 3:13), 
• Stirring up each other to press on in the mission of love (Hebrews 10:24), 
• And not neglecting to meet regularly together (Hebrews 10:25). 
 
And what calls such love out? Read each line again and ask what situations prompt such  
opportunities to love. The short answer is: lots of various kinds of struggling. It ’s the messy  
struggles that call out love. 
 
Churches are designed to be communities of impossible love that only work if God is real, and 
Christ’s sacrifice is real, and heaven is real. In void of love, the community falls apart or degrades 
into consumer event products, empty formalism, formless “spirituality,” social advocacy groups, 
or essentially civic gatherings — all dying or dead remains of a past vitality.  
 
 
Graciously Disappointing Community 
 
Jesus did not design the church to be a place where our dreams come true. Actually, it ’s where 
many of our dreams are disappointed and die. And this is more of a grace to us than we likely  
realise, because our dreams are often much more selfish than we discern.  
 
Our personal expectations easily become tyrants to everyone else, because everyone else fails 
to meet them. When we are more focused on how others failings and foibles obstruct the ideal 
community we want to pursue than we are on serving those others and pursuing their good and 
joy, our expectations can kill love, which impedes the real mission. 
 
 



Jesus designed the church to be a place where love comes true, where we lay our preferences 
aside out of deference to others. It is meant to be a living laboratory of love, a place where there 
are so many opportunities, big and small, to lay down our lives for each other that the love of 
Christ becomes a public spectacle.  
That’s why when it comes to church in this age, the picture of community we should have in our 
minds is not some utopian harmony, but Golgotha. In living life together, we die every day  
(1 Corinthians 15:31). We lay down our lives for each other (1 John 3:16). 
 
Love the One You’re With 
 
Over forty years ago, Stephen Stills sang, “If you can’t be with the one you love, honey, love the 
one you’re with.” Though he certainly didn’t write this with the church in mind, we can draw a  
redemptive application.  
There are numerous legitimate reasons to leave a church, and departures are one more messy 
opportunity to extend gracious love. But we must have a healthy suspicion of our motives if  
disillusionment, restlessness, boredom, discontentment, burnout, relational conflict, and  
disappointed expectations are fuelling our impulse to leave. Often these fruits have roots in  
selfish soil. We must not love the church we can’t be with — that idealized community of our  
imagination. We must love the one we’re with. 
 
We don’t get to choose the disciples we live with; Jesus does. We get thrown into a motley group 
of sin-polluted, defective saints, among whom, in our own ways, we are the polluted, defective 
foremost (1 Timothy 1:15).  
What we get is the incredible privilege of and plethora of opportunities for loving these fellow  
disciples like Jesus loved us. We get to love them, warts and all. Because it is through the  
mutually self-dying, forbearing, forgiving love warty disciples have for one another that Jesus is 
most clearly shown to the world and his mission is most powerfully advanced. 

 



 

 

“Going deeper with God;  growing closer to each other” 

 

It’s hard to believe that the session is nearly over, with just 

one more Wednesday night walk to take place. 

May Meetings – several of us went to Lisburn Baptist in 
May to hear Sharon James from the Christian Institute give 

a very relevant and challenging talk on “Standing for truth in 
a hostile culture”. She said that we shouldn’t be surprised by 
hostility to believers and explained why our culture is hostile 

to evangelism and ethics. She encouraged us to pray for society and reminded us that at times it 
is not what we say but how we say it – our conversation should always be full of grace and  

seasoned with salt, commending Christ in a gracious way. And the biggest challenge was not to 
bury our heads in the sand! 

The committee debated repeating Walk for Life again this year but we wanted to make sure we 

keep things fresh and so opted instead to have a “What’s in your Bag?” evangelistic evening 

on 25th May. A lot of prayerful planning and preparation had gone into the evening, involving  

decorating the Sports Hall to look prettier with handbag shaped bunting and various displays of 

bags kindly donated by the ladies. One lady, who I won’t name, was 

able to lend us 30 and still have more to spare!! We invited many  

ladies who have attended Walk for Life previously with a stylish invite  

designed by Ashley, and Gemat Banners in Larne kindly donated our 

banner for the outside wall. Esther Thompson designed a handbag 

text postcard which was included in a little gift bag we gave to each 

lady, along with some treats and UCB notes, as well as details of  

future events. 

Second Bloom from Ballyclare gave an interesting “History of Handbags” talk and showed how 
pre-loved clothes can be turned into handbags! Caroline Montgomery very ably with a roving mic 
asked ladies to share about a bag that had special meaning to them e.g. belonged to a granny, 
going away outfit or from a holiday trip. 

Angela Russell then spoke, taking everyday items from a lady’s bag and relating them to our lives 
supported by Bible verses e.g. Lipstick – to what we say, Pritt stick – to what we shouldn’t, keys 
for security, driver’s licence – our identity, painkillers – that we have faith in them doing what they 

say on the box  etc. There was something thought-provoking for each lady there – about 120 – 
and many who don’t come to church. Our prayer is that God’s spirit will go on working in the 
hearts of those who don’t yet know Him as Saviour. 

 

The evening was rounded off with a supper – 

with handbag shaped shortbread (of course) 

and an amazing bag cake created by Cherith 

McNeilly. A big thank you to all who helped with 

this evening in anyway, especially those who 

came along with friends and family. 

 



As a Committee we are open to all of your ideas and suggestions regarding our programme and 
future events, so please make your thoughts known! 

 

As a little follow up to this we have decided just to meet and go for a walk on 

a Wednesday evening starting 31st May at 7.30pm from the church, and then 
on 7th, 14th & 21st also. On our final night after the walk we will go to Frolic for 
an ice-cream! This is just a good opportunity to spend time together – walking 
and talking! 

 

Saturday 10th June was our Time Out at Portballintrae  

Community Centre where we met at 9.45 am for a time of 
worship, teaching, prayer & sharing prior to going to the 
Bay View Hotel for a  two course lunch. Christine Lamont 

spoke at this on the subject of Joy from a Biblical perspective and Sophie led the worship. We 

had a great time together.   

 

We have just heard that the tickets for the Irish Women’s  
Convention - “Blessed - The Beatitudes” - Speaker: Jen Wilkins 
have sold out for the Saturday sessions.  There are still some  
tickets available for the Friday evening, 6 October at 7.30 pm.  

See Chris McCready if you would like a ticket.   

 

And finally, a date for your diary – Saturday 
9th September at 9 am is our first get  
together of the new session.  It’s just an 
hour and a half but a good chance to  

regroup after the summer months ready for 
a new season! 

 

Check us out on Facebook – thanks to Tracy for keeping this updated! 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://rmkm.org.in/custom/facebook-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clydevalleyhog.net/Home/Index?id%3D16&docid=EKOypC4aNWC4fM&tbnid=FkJOuIPnWc2D0M:&w=997&h=296&bih=599&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwj2wtSh68rMAhWGDMAKHQFzDDMQMwhCKBAw


Dear Praying Friends, 

 

It’s our birthday!! 

 

CAP Ballymena has been running now for 5 years.  We are planning to have a birthday  

celebration on 30th September in Ballymena Baptist which will involve all our clients over the last 

5 years.  Please pray for this event.   

 

Warm Packs 

In February the local Council contacted me and offered Stay 

Warm Packs which are warm items for families i.e. blankets, 

hats, scarves, socks.  25 of our clients were able to receive 

one of these free of charge. 

 

Information Day 

In February we ran an Information 

Day and invited various referral 

agencies throughout the town to 

come along to hear about CAP 

and to also briefly share with us 

about their organisation.  This 

proved to be a very successful day 

and numerous church meetings 

have come out of this.   

Small Groups 

Small Group Study continues to progress and those attending are maturing in their studies.  A 

second group has started Firm Foundations. 

 

Discovery Break 

Discovery Break took place again this year in April at Castlewellen.  3 clients attended from our 

Centre.  2 clients committed their lives to the Lord.  Please continue to pray for future  

discipleship.   

 

New Team Member 

Dianne Thompson has joined our CAP Team as a Debt Coach.  She has gone 

through training in Bradford and has visited her first client.  Dianne has a vision 

for clients and we are thankful to have her onboard.  Please continue to pray for 

us as a team that we will have unity and passion for what we are doing.  

 

 

Prayer Letter No. 14 



Evangelism Dates 

 

 

May 

We are joining with the ladies in the church on 

Thursday 25 May at the ‘What’s in your bag?” 

event.  We have invited CAP clients to this and I 

would ask that you pray for these ladies and that 

God will work in their lives.   

 

 

Discovery Day for CAP NI 

The Discovery Day for CAP Northern Ireland is taking place on 17th June in Portstewart.  We will 

be inviting all our clients along to this.  Please pray. 

 

Clothing, Coffee and Chat Event 

We are holding another Clothing, Coffee and Chat Event on Saturday 1st July, 10 am – 12 noon.  

These events are always wonderful days to catch up with previous, existing and new clients.  We 

are very thankful that we have a church family who supports us generously in these events.  If 

you have any nearly new clothing that you no longer need and you would like to donate, please 

leave by the shopping trolley in the Mall.   

 

Promotional Event 

We have been granted permission to set up a stand in the Tower Centre on Tuesday 27 June to 

promote CAP.   

 

July and August  

July and August will be quieter months for our Centre.  Please continue to pray for us. 

 

Praise Points 

For salvations at this year’s Discovery Break. 

Prayer Points 

Birthday Celebrations at the end of September. 
Small Groups – for continued growth in those attending. 
Clothing, Coffee and Chat Event – for clients who come along 
Discovery Day in Portstewart – for clients who attend 
 

Once again thank you for your continued interest and prayers for our CAP Centre. 

Yours in Christ 

Val Roebuck 



So What’s happening for Men in BBC?  

 

YES we are planning some events for men in BBC – at last I 

hear you say!!!! 

Our purpose is to encourage men in BBC to meet for Social 

and Spiritual Growth. 

We would like you to put the following dates in your diary NOW and ask for the pass out 

for the evening, put it in BOLD on the calendar and PLAN to join us. 

There will be a mixture of events so keep an eye on the notices and powerpoint on  

Sundays!!! 

 

• Saturday 24th June - 8.35am Lions vs All Blacks – Bacon Baps, tea, coffee at half 

time - £1 

• September 16th – Breakfast 9.00am – Speaker Derek Livingstone 

• October – Watch this Space!!! 

• November – 17th – Overnighter at Moyallen – details to follow 

• December – Dinner – More details later  

Trust deeds for Ballymena Baptist Meeting House 1864 

At a time when our Church will soon have to appoint trustees again, it is interesting to look back 

to who our original six trustees were.  They were Robert Ross, a farmer of Clougher, Andrew 

McKee, a farmer of Galgorm Parks, John Allan, a seedsman from Ballymena town, Robert Black, 

a tax collector of Ballymena town, William Aiken, a linen manufacturer of Ballyconnelly and 

James Lee, a linen manufacturers of Taylorstown.  The solicitor involved was David McKillop of 

High Street.  The congregation was described as belonging to a Society of Protestant Dissenters 

called Particular or Calvinistic Baptists and the Church building was located in Hill Street beside 

John Wallace’s tenement in the parish of Kirkinriola within the barony of Lower Toome.   

In 1891, the only remaining original trustees were Robert Ross and John Allan and six new  

trustees from throughout Ireland were appointed.  Among these were Hugh Brown, described as 

a Dublin Baptist Minister and Henry Gribbon,  linen manufacturer from Coleraine.  This later  

document was signed, sealed and delivered by Thomas Whiteside, a previous pastor of the 

church in the presence of Joseph Linton, a tailor from Ballymena and Robert Logan, as assistant 

draper from Carniny. 

In 1880, it was reported that the following churches existed in Ballymena—four Presbyterian 

Churches, 1st in Castle Street, 2nd in High Street (now High Kirk), 3rd in Wellington Street plus 

West Church; Roman Catholic Chapels on Broughshane Road and at Crebilly; Church of  

Ireland’s at Castle Street and a Chapel of Ease at Ballyclug; a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in 

Castle Street, a Gospel Hall in Wellington Street, a Unitarian Church in High Street (now the 

Faith Mission Centre) and of course our Baptist Chapel! 

David Wallace 



NEWS from BRAZIL 
 

 

June Update 

 

Do not be wondering if you missed an update. You did not. Our 

last communication was the March/April prayer letter. 

Bill has been very busy with revision of translations. Some new 

titles have been sent to the printer, as well as revised editions of current titles, which are nearly 

sold out.  Presently a new edition of Revival (D M Lloyd-Jones) is nearly ready to go to press.  It 

should be read by all Christian leaders, at least once a year!  We aim to always have available all 

the books we gave to the new leadership.  

Edi keeps busy with the day to day operation of two publishing houses.  Recently he was robbed 

of 2 computers (while he was in church), both containing various books in preparation for  

publishing.  (Alas, he did not have a back-up).  We have all prayed that the Lord would convict 

the robber(s) of their theft and cause them to be returned.  However, to date that has not  

happened.  The computers were probably stolen because of the expensive programs on them. 

We don’t think the files were of interest to them. 

Please pray for Edi and Helen.  They are scheduled to leave this week-end for a much needed 

change and rest in the US.  However, Helen is sick with pneumonia, which is hindering their 

preparation plans. 

Life continues much the same for two “Oldies”.  Aside from a few minor problems, we are in good 

health, for which we praise the Lord.  We pray daily that He will keep us active and going strong! 

Tommy was quite tired after a busy semester, but is enjoying a few relaxing days before entering 

the summer’s activities.  At the end of the month he is scheduled to go to Houston, Texas, for a 

work related Conference.  Later in the summer he will be returning to Charlotte to help grade 

PHD exams.  Although the work requires concentration, it is a change from teaching, which he 

enjoys.  He is presently teaching the Beatitudes in Sunday School. 

Sharon is still with Tommy in Syracuse. They are enjoying a good brother/sister relationship.  She 

continues to revise books for publication and has satisfaction in so doing.  

Recently we had a visit from a dear brother and his sister whose lives have been influenced 

through the reading of “our” books.  What an encouragement and incentive to labour on  

preparing more good books for the Portuguese-speaking world. 

Yours in Christ 

Bill and Mary Barkley 

 

“What man is he that feareth the Lord? Him shall he teach in the way  

that He shall choose.” – Psalm 25:12 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
"There is a 19th century folktale about a man who went about town 
slandering the town's wise man.  One day, he went to the wise man's 
home and asked for forgiveness. The wise man, realising that this man 
had not internalised the gravity of his transgressions, told him that he 

would forgive him on one condition: that he go home, take a feather pillow from his house, 
cut it up, and scatter the feathers to the wind. After he had done so, he should then return 
to the wise man's house. Though puzzled by this strange request, the man was happy to 
be let off with so easy a penance. He quickly cut up the pillow, scattered the feathers, and 
returned to the house. 
 
"Am I now forgiven?" he asked. 
 
"Just one more thing," the wise man said. "Go now and gather up all the feathers." 
 
"But that's impossible. The wind has already scattered them." 
 
"Precisely," he answered. "And though you may truly wish to correct the evil you have 
done, it is as impossible to repair the damage done by your words as it is to recover the 
feathers. Your words are out there in the marketplace, spreading hate, even as we speak." 
 
God's word tells us that, "Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from  
troubles." (Proverbs 21:23) 
 
In today's world gossip is a big money making business. The newspapers and magazines are 
filled with celebrities and the latest gossip. So what should we do about it? God calls us to be  
different and stand apart from the world. How can we be different? What a difference it would 
make to our lives if instead of reading the gossip and buying the magazines we instead spend 
that time reading the Bible. 
 
As Christians we should do our best to avoid gossip. Even if we find ourselves in a situation 

where people around us are gossiping we should either remove ourselves from the conversation 

or extinguish the gossiping by saying kind and encouraging words about the person being  

gossiped about. 

 

If every Christian in the world did their best to avoid gossip, and heeded the word of God, what 
an amazing witness we would be to our non-Christian friends. Proverbs 20:19 advises us, "A  
gossip betrays a confidence, so avoid a man/woman who talks too much." 
God's word challenges us, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs that it may benefit those who  
listen." (Ephesians 4:29) 
 
I set a challenge to you this week - every time you have a conversation ask yourself whether your 
conversation is honouring to God and to other people. Would you be happy if Jesus was standing 
next to you or even the person you are talking about was part of the conversation? 
 

Ask God to help you to serve Him in all your words and actions this week.  

 

 



Book Reviews 
 
 
This book was recommended to me by a friend.  Once I started it I 
couldn't leave it down.  It's full of encouragement for difficult days. 
The first chapter tells of a little boy leading his sister up a  
mountain path and the little girl complains that it is all rocky and 
bumpy.  Her brother replied, "Sure, the bumps are what you climb 
on." 
None of us are free from problems and difficulties - our climb to 
the top of the mountain is not easy.  We feel like giving up but we 
need to use them as stepping stones to the top of the mountain. 
We need to remember Psalm 91.  For He shall give His angels 
charge over you....they shall bear you up in their hands lest you 
dash your foot against a stone. 
God doesn't promise to remove the stones but promises to help 
us climb higher because of the difficulties. 
I hope this wets your appetite to read this little book. 
 
Marion McKinney 
 
 
 
 

 
This book was perfect to read in the days leading up to Easter, 
and that’s what I did this year. It’s easy for the story to become 
too familiar so I saw it as a good opportunity to sharpen my focus. 

The cross of Jesus is the centre of human history and the centre 
of the Christian faith, and so it should dominate our view of  
ourselves, our future and our present. 

The author follows Luke’s Gospel as it recounts the final day of 
Jesus Christ’s life on earth. Each aspect of the narrative is there 
to teach us and has a purpose for our lives today. 

At the end of each chapter there are questions along with a hymn 
or poem to encourage reflection which meant time was taken  
rather than skipping onto the next chapter. 

A couple of things stood out, one being:- When the disciples slept 
in the Garden of Gethsemane at the moment Jesus most needed 
them – “Sadly I can relate to the misplaced priorities of the  
disciples here. When life is overwhelming, I often find it easier to 
sleep, than pray.” 

The book was helpful in refocusing my thoughts on Jesus’ ministry leading up to His death and 
resurrection in a fresh and challenging way, relating to every day life. A good choice for next Lent 
& Easter. 

 
 
 
The summer holidays are a great time to relax with a good 

book or two! Take time to check out our church library down 

by the coffee area and take your pick! 

If you really enjoy one, why not write a review for our next  
Newsletter? 



DVDs to Borrow 

 

The ladies during the last session 

had a “Movie Night” and watched 

an amazing film called War 

Room.  Now don’t be put off by 

the title, like I nearly was!  

“Tony & Elizabeth have it all – great 

jobs, a beautiful daughter and a dream home.  But appearances can be deceiving.  Their world is 

actually crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage.  But their lives take an unexpected turn 

when Elizabeth meets her latest client, Miss Clara and is challenged to establish a “war room” 

and a battle plan of prayer for her family.  

As Elizabeth tries to fight for her family, Tony’s hidden struggles come to light.  Tony must decide 

if he will make amends with his family and prove Miss Clara’s wisdom, that victories don’t come 

by accident.” 

If any of you missed it or would like to see it again, it’s available to borrow. It’s a very powerful 

film! 

 

The previous year we watched “God’s not Dead” – and there’s now a  

sequel to this, God’s not Dead 2!  

“When your faith is tested, who do you turn to?  It is set in Hope Springs 

where a dedicated history teacher offers her condolences to a student and 

in the hope of relieving her pain, shares her faith in Christianity.  However, 

when Brooke later asks a question of religion the incident is reported to the 

school board.  Interpreted as a breach of school and state policy, Grace 

suddenly faces an epic court case that may cost her not only her career 

but may expel God from the classroom once and for all.” 

 

Or perhaps – “Courageous” – honour begins at home. 

As law enforcement officers, the men stand up to the worst the world 

can offer but at the end of the day they face challenges that none of 

them are prepared to tackle – Fatherhood. 

While they consistently give their best on their job, they quickly  

discover that their children are beginning to drift further away from 

them.  When tragedy hits home, these men are left with a new-found 

urgency to renew their faith and reach out to their own children.  Will 

they be able to find a way to serve and protect those who are most 

dear? 

 

See Chris McCready if you want to borrow any of these films.  If you have seen any others 
that are worth sharing, why not do a review and make them available too! 



The First Methodist Martyr 

The person to gain this distinction was William Seward who died in October 1740 as a  

result of being attacked whilst engaged in open-air preaching in Wales.   

Seward was a wealthy London businessman and a close friend and financial backer of 

George Whitefield who did so much to advance the Kingdom of God in both Britain and the 

American Colonies.  In September 1740, Seward and another evangelist commenced a 

preaching tour in Wales and early on he was temporarily blinded after being struck by a  

missile.  The evangelists then had stones and dead animals thrown at them whilst  

preaching at a racecourse before Seward was felled by a large stone thrown at close range 

when preaching in Hay on the border within England.  He died thirteen days later at the age 

of 38.   

One has to marvel at the bravery and tenacity of these 18th century evangelists who risked 

life and limb to spread the gospel. 

 

Martin Luther 

Luther spent nearly ten years as a monk from 1505-1515 trying to find peace with God.  

He tried all the recommended approaches of his day such as fasting and praying, staying 

awake at night and even whipped himself!  He also confessed his sins for hours on end to 

a confessor but all to no avail.  As he once said ‘I was indeed a pious monk and kept the 

rules of my order so strictly that I can say that if ever a monk gained heaven through  

monkery it should have been I’. 

At Halloween in 1517, Luther nailed the 95 theses to the door of Wittenberg Church, 

though by his own account it was over two years later before he was saved.  In 1529  

Luther wrote the hymn ‘A Mighty Fortress is Our God’ which is really a paraphrase of 

Psalm46.  It is otherwise known as ‘The Battle Hymn of the Reformation’.  Luther was  

indeed a noted hymn writer and he even composed the melody for this hymn: 

‘A mighty fortress is our God, 

A bulwark never failing; 

Our helper He, amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing’ 

 

A little bit of History…. 

Submitted by David Wallace 



What is New Horizon? 

New Horizon has been running a refreshing, challenging and relevant ministry week at the Ulster 

University in Coleraine, NI every summer since 1989. It’s the largest Christian event in Ireland  

attracting approximately 5,000 people daily over the course of the week. Major elements include 

Evening Celebrations, Morning Bible Teaching, Seminars, and Youth and Children ’s  

programmes. There is no registration required for the adult programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel, God with us. The Holy Spirit, God within us. What does it mean to have the Spirit of 

God taking up residence in our lives? Leading, guiding, encouraging, comforting, equipping and 

enabling us? Jesus has told us to get on with the work. To make disciples, preach the gospel. ‘As 

the Father sent me, so I am sending you’. The good news is, we are not alone. As His people, we 

are filled with His presence, and live in His power. We are equipped from heaven for His work on 

earth. We are not alone as we go into the world of our workplace, our family, our street, town,  

village or city. We are not alone as we go into the classroom, the retirement home, the factory 

floor or the office. We are not left to our own devices to find the words to say or the way to live. 

We have the gift of the Spirit of God as we carry out His work in His world. 

Come, join with us as we learn to live and move through the power of His Spirit. 

 

Evening Celebration and Bible Teaching  

The Evening Celebration takes place each evening, Saturday through to Friday, commencing at 

19:30 and finishing at approximately 21:15. The style of the programme is inspirational and  

celebratory and consists of worship, Bible teaching, interviews and profiles of mission across the 

world. The Bible Teaching takes place each morning, Monday to Friday, commencing at 10:00 

and finishing at 11:00. Both these events are held in a 3,000 seater marquee on the edge of the 

University campus. 

 

Children and Youth Programme  

The youth programme is offered for the benefit of children whose parents are on campus  

attending the Bible Teaching, Seminar or Evening Celebration. New Horizon has always seen 

working with young people as a vital and rewarding part of the week. Different programmes are 

geared to appropriate ages and cover from Crèche through to 18 years of age  

Save the date 

NH2017 

5-11 August 

Ulster University Coleraine 

Main Stage Speakers 
Dave Richards – St Paul’s & St George’s, Edinburgh 

Jago Wynne – Holy Trinity, Clapham 

Heather Morris – Methodist Church in Ireland 

https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse1
https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse2


Training is undertaken by everyone 

supervising or with involvement in 

any part of the Youth Programme 

and all such are Access NI checked. 

Prior registration for these activities 

is essential, although some spaces 

may be available during the course 

of the week. There is a registration 

charge for these activities. 

NH Explore  

Monday to Friday 11:45 to 12:45. A 

space to be led by expert  

speakers and facilitators to explore 

specific issues in depth through a 

variety of approaches. The aim is to challenge our minds and hearts, equip us to serve God in all 

of life and connect us with one another for His glory. 

Prayer and Pastoral Support  

We have an experienced Pastoral Support Team during the week of New Horizon who will be 

prepared to spend time with you in prayer for whatever is on your heart – whether it is an  

issue which is burdening you or something you feel the Lord is saying to you at New Horizon.  

Anything you share will be treated in confidence. Should you need extra help with something, 

then our team will be happy to find you a professional counsellor – appointments are available 

during the week of New Horizon as well as after the Event. 

Volunteers  

New Horizon relies on nearly 400 volunteers each year to ensure the event runs smoothly. If you 

would like to join one of our teams and are aged 18 or over contact us through the website. There 

is a range of opportunities from helping prepare the site, stewarding, general support, youth and 

children’s work, prayer and pastoral support. 

Mission  

Mission is an integral part of New Horizon. Each year we have an extensive Mission Resources 
Area which is brought together by over 30 organisations, presenting the opportunities and needs 
of mission.  

https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse3
https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse4
https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse5
https://newhorizon.org.uk/the-event/#collapse6














“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of his possessions.” 

 Luke 12:15 (ESV) 

  

I wonder have you ever got caught in a bad investment? I studied Property Investment and  
Development at the University of Ulster and when I started in 2007 property prices were soaring 
but we all know what happened then! 

Over Easter I got the chance to go to Spain on holiday which was great! However, one night Vicky 
and I drove through a golf resort close to where we were staying. The villas were expensive,  
costing anything from half a million up - or at least they had been! Things had not gone as 
planned, the golf club had now closed. There was the odd villa with people living in it, but the  
majority had never reached completion and sat idle with grass growing out the windows. As you 
looked down the streets there were only a handful of cars and a few lonely children walking 
around. To be honest, it was a bit creepy.  

For those who had invested, for now at least they were stuck. Prices had plummeted!  

I wonder have you ever got caught in a bad investment?  

Jesus talks about investing in Luke 12v13-21. Take time to read it.  

Some things in life are more important than possessions and stuff!  

We can’t tell if this individual had a just complaint or not. Did they deserve the inheritance? We 
don’t know, but we do know that for this individual, a share of the inheritance was more important 
than his relationship with his brother.  

As I read this passage I was struck by my investment into things of great value: relationships. 
Firstly with God and secondly with others. What about you, what are you investing in? 

  
Jeff Gawn 

E3 Fermanagh Schools Worker 



 

 

 

Thank you 
I along with my family have been overwhelmed by the gracious support of God's people after the 
passing of Alec into the presence of his Lord.  To all who have telephoned, visited, sent cards of 
condolence or helped in anyway mere words of thanks seem in suffice in response.  Throughout 
his journey Alec often reflected on having a "Peace that transcends all understanding", which 
came from knowing the words of his Lord in Isaiah 43:1 "I have redeemed thee I have called 
thee by name, you are mine".  
Love and thanks. 
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Mills & Family 

 

 

Congratulations! 
At the graduation service of the Irish Baptist College on 17th May 2017 Barbara 
Bankhead was awarded a Christian Education Certificate and Nadine Hancock, 
Reimer Bestek and Andy Gamble were awarded a Christian Education Diploma 
as a result of the study they undertook by evening class in Ballymena.  
 
 
Baptisms 
It was wonderful to be present at the evening service on Easter Sunday when Callum Aiken, 
Craig Barkley, Rebecca Orr, Victoria Orr and Esther Thompson were baptised in obedience to 
biblical teaching. 

 

Property Committee 
The members of the Church Property Committee are Ian Hayburn, John Houston, 
Jonny Moody and Neil Moore. If you are aware of any maintenance issues around 
the church please speak to one of these men. 
 

 

 
Church Website 
Nigel Moore has now taken on the role of updating the website. Please contact  
Nigel if you want something included. 

Snippets... 



 

 

 
 
June 2017 
 Time Event 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 18th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Edwin Ewart 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Edwin Ewart - followed by communion 
Monday 19th   8.00 pm Outreach in Johnston Close 
Tuesday 20th   7.45 pm Summer Members Meeting (AGM) 
Wednesday 21st   2.00 pm Knit & Knatter 
Wednesday 21st   3.00 pm Outreach at Kintullagh 
Wednesday 21st   7.30 pm Ladies Walk 
Thursday 22nd   8.00 pm Diary Date Setting Meeting 
Saturday 24th    8.35 am Lions vs All Blacks (with half-time refreshments) 
 
 
 

Sunday 25th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Trevor Ramsey - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Youth Service - Tim Robinson 
  DEEP Word 
Tuesday 27th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Summer Workers 
Thursday 29th   7.30 pm Outreach in Andena  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2017 
 
Sunday 2nd 11.30 am Morning Worship - Andy Dalrymple - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Andy Dalrymple 
Tuesday 4th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Jonny Day 
 
 
Sunday 9th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Jim Magill - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Jim Magill 
Tuesday 11th  NO PRAYER MEETING 
 
 
Sunday 16th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Lindsay Allen - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Philip Hewitt 
Monday 17th   8.00 pm Outreach in Johnston Close 
Tuesday 18th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Daniel Bestek 
Wednesday 19th   3.00 pm Outreach in Kintullagh 
 
 
Sunday 23rd 11.30 am Morning Worship - Lindsay Allen - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - David McCaughey 
Tuesday 25th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Roy Hamill 
Thursday 27th   7.30 pm Outreach in Andena 
 
 
Sunday 30th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Michael Williams - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Michael Williams 

Dates for your Diary 



 

 
 
 
 
 

August 2017 
 
 
 

Tuesday 1st   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Philip Hewitt 
 
 
 

Sunday 6th 11.30 am Morning Worship - TBC - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - TBC 
Tuesday 8th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Stephen Houston 
 
 
Sunday 13th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Gordon Walker - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Gordon Walker 
Tuesday 15th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Iain McKelvie 
Wednesday 16th   3.00 pm Outreach in Kintullagh 
 
 
Sunday 20th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Matthew Campbell - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Matthew Campbell 
Monday 21st   8.00 pm Outreach in Johnston Close 
Tuesday 22nd   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Yamika Banda  
 
 
Sunday 27th 11.30 am Morning Worship - Freddie McClaughlin - followed by communion 
   6.30 pm Evening Worship - Freddie McClaughlin 
Tuesday 29th   8.00 pm Prayer Meeting - Peter Ritchie 
Thursday 31st   7.30 pm Outreach in Andena 
 

 

Dates for your Diary continued... 

Celebrating the Past, Present & Future of SU 
We would love for you to join us as we CELEBRATE the past,  

present and future of SU’s ministry around the world, and our part 

in that story here in Northern Ireland! 

We are joining together on Saturday 18 November, 7pm at the 

Waterfront Riverside in Belfast for a night of celebrating and  

giving thanks to the God of the Good News and for His equipping 

for future of our ministry here! 

Tickets:  

£10 for adults 

£7.50 for under 16s 

 

GROUP BOOKING: ONLY AVAILABLE through the Resource 

Centre on 028 9045 4806 or ashleigh@suni.co.uk 

If you book 10 STANDARD tickets, you will receive one additional standard ticket free! 

Doors open at 6.30pm so we can’t wait to see you there with us! 


